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This survey, undertaken during December 2021 and January 2022, was created by a group of local
community members as part of a course facilitated by Innovating Communities and Donegal Local
Development CLG. The aim of the survey was to discover what kind of clubs, facilities and spaces
young people would like to see created in the local area, as well as their hopes and aspirations for the
future of the area. 

This document is being shared with the intention that other groups, some better placed to address
elements of the findings, may act upon them (eg building a Skate Park), or utilise the findings to
advance their purposes/goals. Our survey also indicates that some youth's are unaware of services
which appear to be currently on offer in and around the Bundoran area, and more could be done to
improve communication of those youth services available.

Flyers linking to the online survey were distributed through two local secondary schools, as well as
being publicised on various social platforms.

The full document of survey responses is available to view via the link or QR code below:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/stories/SM-BQF2FGVW/
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What kind of amenities
and facilities for young
people would you like to
see created in this area?

Responses by number of mentions of key words

Question 1



"I'd like to see more
open areas, as in

outdoor facilities"

"somewhere safe that
teenagers can hang out"

"Youth club with classes to
teach different skills"

 

"a place to hang around 
in when its raining"

"Sheltered areas
with benches"

Quotes from Question 1:
To view all responses to this question, follow the link on page 1 of this document.



"More dance classes /
group activities and clubs

to join for girls"

"A skatepark. The towns surf scene is a
big attraction and skateboarding and

surfing have a long closely tied history.
The two sports compliment each other
and I believe it would give a huge boost
to the local youth to get outdoors and

active."

"Female gym"

"Somewhere to sit 
with ur friends inside"



Responses by age group

Yes

200

Other

12

No

102

Maybe

13

Don't know

5

Given the opportunity, would you like to take part in the
design and future of such amenities and facilities?

Question 2



What would you like to be able to do/see/achieve in this
area in 10 years time?

Question 3

Responses by number of mentions of key words



What would you like to be able to do/see/achieve in this
area in 10 years time?

Question 3

Responses by number of mentions of key words



"Get a good job
that I like"

"Cleaner environment"

"Be happy"

"Find rental accommodation
when I'm older, and non-bar
settings to hang out with

friends"

To view all responses to this question, follow the link on page 1 of this document.

Quotes from Question 3:

"Return here after college
and work near home"



"I’d like Bundoran to be a safer,
healthier environment for

young people."

"More business.
More opportunities."

"More teens having the
opportunity to meet up
outside school and have

fun at discos"

"More local
activities and

groups"

"More shopping
facilities"

"Recreational area to keep
kids off the street and

engaged in clubs and groups
of interest to music sports

and gaming."



Emerging Themes



10 13 17 21Colm Roisin Emer Michael
Colm enjoys hanging out
with his friends and
playing playstation. He
would like to be able to
spend more time with his
friends after school, but
at the moment he feels
there isn't really
anywhere for them to
go.

Now a teenager, Roisin
is enjoying having a bit
more independence. She
would like to see more
fun things for her and
her friends to do around
town, and a place they
can hang out and make
their own.

At 17, Emer is finding the
area a bit stifling. She's
hoping to move away for
university, but she would
like to have more
opportunities to
socialise, learn new skills
and work in the mean
time.

Michael has returned to
Bundoran after leaving
to study at university.
He's always liked the
area, but finds it
somewhat lacking in
opportunities and
activities. He would be
keen to help out in the
creation of these things,
but isn't sure how to go
about it.

User Personas
To evaluate the impact that these suggestions would have on
people’s lives, we’d like to introduce four typical local folk. They
aren’t real people, but they represent the young people of our
community. What will these themes mean for them? To answer
that question, we’ll return to Colm, Roisin, Emer and Michael in
each of the emerging themes.



Emerging Theme: Skatepark
Skatepark was mentioned more than any other topic, with the word "skate" cropping
up 85 times in response to the first question of the survey.

We have since discovered that the survey was targeted by a group specifically
campaigning for a skatepark. However, it should not be overlooked that there is
clearly a demand for such a facility, which could potentially be a natural fit for the
area.

As one response described it: "The towns surf scene is a big attraction and
skateboarding and surfing have a long closely tied history. The two sports
compliment each other, and I believe it would give a huge boost to the local youth to
get outdoors and active". 

It would be cool to
learn to skateboard.
It would give me and
my friends something
to do other than play
playstation.

My brother's always
going on about
wanting a skatepark
nearby, it would be
fun to watch him.
Maybe he would 
 teach me how to
skate.

I wouldn't personally
be into it, but I can
see a lot of the surfer
folk using it. I think
any new activities for
the area is an
improvement, to be
honest.

Skating and surfing
have a closely tied
history, it makes sense
to have a skatepark in
a popular surfing area,
and there's loads of
demand for it.

Contribution to individual aspirations:



Inspiration Moodboard

Subtle skateable
infrastructure



Case Studies

https://assemblestudio.co.uk/projects
/skating-situations

Skating Situations is a skate-able artwork
commissioned as part of the Folkestone
Triennial, 2021. Working in collaboration with
the skateboarding community in Folkestone,
the 9 'sculptures' are made from a
combination of local Kentish Rag-stone with
steel pieces 'grafted' onto them. 

"Skateboarding is a deeply social activity,
with many ‘skating spots’ in fact better for
meeting than they are for doing any skating!
The skating sculptures designed for the
Triennial are not simply useable for a range
of skating abilities, but provide a space
where people can meet."

https://skateparks.skateboardscotland.
com/view/riverside-transport-
museum/

"Raydale Dower and I used our experience as
skaters and artists to develop a plan that might
make a spot rather than a skatepark. The idea was
to make it feel like a legit street spot despite
featuring purpose built elements and we did this
by trying to modify the museum's existing hard
landscaping rather than imposing a ‘facility’ on the
site. We wanted to match materials and make the
space flow in a way that meant non-skaters might
not even register the changes we were making."

Add skatepark case study from Dublin

Dublin city council site

Derry city skate park



Emerging Theme: Sheltered Outdoor Areas
The theme of Sheltered Outdoor Areas occurs in several of the responses in various
forms. Responses ranging from "a place to hang around" to specifically "Sheltered
areas with benches" have been consolidated under this theme.

This theme is separate from the Youth Hub, which would be an indoor area with
activities and requiring supervision. A sheltered outdoor area would provide young
people with an informal meeting spot offering full or partial shelter from wind and
rain. 

I'd rather have
somewhere inside
to go that's comfy
and has stuff to do.

It would be nice to
have somewhere
to sit with my
friends when it
starts raining.

It's a good idea.
People are always
having a go at my
friends and I for
hanging about the
town, but there's
nowhere else for us
to sit!

I'm a bit too old for
hanging about
outside all the
time. It might be
nice in the summer
though to sit and
have BBQ or
something.

Contribution to individual aspirations:



Inspiration Moodboard



"The young people Involved in the study also
spent time at youth centres and other spaces
appointed for their use, but hanging out without
adult monitoring clearly seemed to be especially
treasured, wherever it took place."

https://helda.helsinki.fi/bitstream/handle/10138/156111/hangin
go.pdf?sequence=1

- Hanging out with young people, urban spaces and ideas

"Some communities frown upon loitering, which can create a
negative image for young people and just contributes to the
stigma surrounding them, especially those who are at risk. By
being actively engaged in youth-friendly spaces, young
people can feel like they have investment in their community
and they can develop a strong sense of ownership in these
places."

https://www.pps.org/article/young-people-and-placemaking-engaging-youth-to-create-
community-places

- Young People and Placemaking: Engaging Youth to Create Community Places



Emerging Theme: Outdoor Facilities
The theme of Outdoor Facilities encompasses a number of suggestions for various
sporting facilities and recreational areas. This would be an opportunity to provide a
diverse selection of activities which can be utilised by people of all age groups.

Somewhere me and
my friends can play
soccer.

I'd like to have more
fun activities nearby.

The area's great if
you're into surfing, but
what if I want to do
something different?
A place for general
exercise would be a
good start. 

There's loads of
potential for all sorts of
stuff. We're already
known as a sporty
area, so why not build
on that and give
people more options.

Contribution to individual aspirations:



Inspiration Moodboard

Bouldering walls

Astro pitch
Exercise machines 



Emerging Theme: Youth Hub

Many of the suggestions from the survey could be consolidated into one service or
facility. 

It would be good to
be able to see my
friends after school,
especially if there
was fun stuff to do.

I just want somewhere
for my friends and I
that feels like its ours.
If there's cool stuff to
take part in as well
that would be a
bonus.

I think it might be a bit
childish for me, but it
depends what they
have on. If I could go
and learn music or
something, that would
be cool.

I'd rather go to the pub.

Contribution to individual aspirations:



Inspiration Moodboard

Classes for
new skills

Hangout / Chill

Inspirational talks

Games

https://archinect.com/firms/project/150192405/oozooro-1216-
tween-section-in-public-library/150192409



Case Studies

https://archinect.com/firms/project/15019240
5/oozooro-1216-tween-section-in-public-
library/150192409

"The tween generation wants to do not
only activities like playing, but also rest in
a public space. Second, it’s very hard to
define them, and even their expectations
change every hour of the day. Third, they
need reliable adults, not a person who
instruct them."



Emerging Theme: Spaces for girls

While our survey did not record the responses by gender, it is important to consider
that many of the most popular suggestions are for services and infrastructures
which are male dominant and may make certain people feel excluded and not
adequately considered. 

"research by Swedish firm White Arkitekter ... shows that boys over the age of 8 use
parks four times as much as girls. Another 2020 survey, by the Girl Guides, Britain’s
equivalent of the Girl Scouts, notes that more than 40% of girls ages 11 to 21 said
they feel unsafe outdoors. Surveys of skate parks — a play infrastructure cities often
add explicitly to serve teens — show the vast majority of users are male."

Contribution to individual aspirations:

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/globalassets/docs-and-resources/research-and-campaigns/girls-attitudes-survey-2019---data-tables.pdf


Case Studies

"What do teen girls want? Many say they want hangout spots with cozy round tables
and art or games that foster interaction, not competition. They want gyms and roller
rinks and skate parks where they can try and fail without judgement or catcalls. They
want to listen to music outdoors without having to pay for a festival ticket. Making
space for girls means rethinking which age groups need to swing and climb, how to
encourage physical activity (and not just playing a sport), and how to make a safe,
sheltered place for outdoor conversation, according to surveys."



Testing



Testing: Youth Hub

As part of the design-thinking process facilitated by Innovating Communities,
participants of group undertaking this challenge organised events designed to test
the feasibility of a youth hub in Bundoran, and to gather primary research and
insights which could be fed back into the design and creation of such a service.

The group conducted testing of a Youth Hub/Drop In, at Bundoran Community
Centre. Starting after school Wednesday 23rd March 4.15-5.45pm, running for 3x
weeks (23rd, 30th Mar and 6th April 2022). This was supported by SICAP (Social
Inclusion Community Activation Programme) through Donegal Local Development
CLG.

The Trial was attended by 31 different youths aged 12 – 17 years with an even mix of
male and females. The teenagers enjoyed a safe hang out space after school with
hot chocolate available along with games and a pool table.

The group gathered verbal feedback from youths attending as to what they want to
see in a youth hub space, including but not limited to space layout, furniture,
equipment, games, activities, topics of interest etc, in order to aid the future
design/development of a service.




